
OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Culture, Ombudsman's Office,  

UNDP, UNFPA, PAHO, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues   

Reinstatement of the Directorate of Indigenous Peoples in the organic 
structure of the Ministry of Health 

Lima, 22 March, 2017 

Pedro Pablo Kuczynski Godard 
President of the Republic of Peru 
Government Palace 
Lima 

Dear Mr President, 

It is my honor to address your high office in my capacity as member of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and as a citizen committed to democratic values 
and the rights of indigenous peoples at all levels.   

Similarly, having participated in the leadership of our country in drawing up the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and in the creation of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum, I should like to express my deep concern regarding the 
elimination of the Directorate of Indigenous Peoples from the organic structure of the 
Ministry of Health; it was part of the General Directorate of Strategic Interventions in 
Public Health and assigned to the Deputy Minister's Office.   

The expressed concern is based on the following:  

1. The report presented by the Peruvian government (REPORT nº 000108-
2016/DIN/DGCI/VMI/MC) to the 16th Session of the Permanent Forum, to be held
between 24 April and 5 May this year, shows important progress in the implementation
of public policies and indigenous participation in the various bodies of the
governmental structure, such as the National Policy for Mainstreaming the
Intercultural Approach (Supreme Decree n° 003-2015-MC), the Work Group on
Indigenous Policies (Ministerial Order nº 403-2014-MC), the increase of the
Indigenous Quota (Resolution n° 269-2014-JNE) and others.

2. The report mentioned shows that, in order to sustain these achievements, different
policies have been adopted, one of these being the creation of the Directorate of
Indigenous Peoples within the restructuring and modernization processes of the
Ministry of Health (Supreme Decree nº 007-2016-SA) with eleven strategic functions
to achieve progress towards a health system that deals with the diversity and specific
problems of the indigenous population of Peru.  This was consolidated by the approval
of the Sectorial Policy on Intercultural Health (Supreme Decree nº 016-2016-SA).



 
3. In view of this, it is extremely perturbing that in the recently approved Regulations for 

Organizations and Functions (ROF) published on 6 March this year (Supreme Decree 
n° 008-2017/SA) this Directorate should disappear without there being a similar space 
or one of wider scope to replace it or improve its functions. Rather, an increase in the 
number of organic entities is observed and the ROF referred to does not include the 
indigenous peoples.   

 
4. This situation indicates a serious reversal of the progress made by our government 

regarding compliance with commitments undertaken through conventions such as the 
International Labor Organization's Convention 169, the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the American Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and others, together with the disregard for the recommendations 
issued by the international community through the different bodies of the United 
Nations.    

 
5. On the need for bodies and spaces within the state's structure to address the situation 

of the indigenous peoples, the National Institute of Statistics and Informatics' own 
figures indicate that the proportion of indigenous citizens in our country is close to 
24% (National Household Survey, 2015), a figure which is notably increased if we 
take into consideration historical and social factors that lead to a large part of our 
population's not recognizing itself as indigenous.   

 
6. The Ombudsman's Office has indicated that the indigenous peoples are in a process 

of epidemiological concentration, especially in the Amazonian areas, as 
consequences of the cultural and social changes such as urbanization, and the 
pollution of rivers, water supplies and the natural environment, to which they are 
exposed (Report nº 169, 2015). 

 
7. The incidence of diseases such as tuberculosis, hepatitis B and HIV-AIDS are 

reaching alarming levels among the indigenous peoples, owing precisely to 
socioeconomic and cultural factors that need to be addressed with a differential 
approach.     

 
8. Likewise, the strategic importance of a Directorate of Indigenous Peoples within a 

ministry which is key to the safety and integrity of the population, must be as a part of 
the policies for fulfilling the Sustainable Development Goals, particularly Goals 1, 2, 
3, 5 and 10.     

As can be seen, there are numerous reasons to justify the existence of a Directorate of 
Indigenous Peoples within the Ministry of Health that facilitates the provision of services 
and attention that meet the needs of our realities, thus contributing to the elimination of 
the notable gender and ethnic gaps which affect us as indigenous peoples.    

These are the reasons why, as an independent expert and member of the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and on the basis of the agreements and 
conventions already mentioned, I request that the Directorate of Indigenous Peoples 
be reestablished within the structure of the Ministry of Health; it should be assigned 
a budget and personnel suitable for carrying out the eleven general  functions that had 
been assigned to it, including: working out preventive strategic interventions; drawing up 
and implementing policies, norms and guidelines; and carrying out studies.     



Mr President, it is my conviction that the points set out above will provide the elements 
necessary for reconsidering this action and that from your high office the necessary 
arrangements might be made to enable our state to continue its progress in the 
acknowledgement of our ethnic and cultural diversity; and to permit it to continue 
acknowledging the rights of the indigenous peoples. The Directorate of Indigenous 
Peoples represents a space for the design of policies for a substantial improvement in 
our state of health and wellbeing.  Furthermore, this request is based on the 
pronouncements of the Ombudsman's Office, civil-society organizations and the 
indigenous organizations of Peru.      

Please allow me, Mr President, to express the assurance of my respect and highest 
consideration. 

Fraternally, 

 

Tarcila Rivera Zea 
Independent Expert  
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues    
 

 

 

  
 


