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REPORT ON THE CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY IN PERU  

 
Written by 

CHIRAPAQ, Center for Indigenous Cultures of Peru 
 
 

NUMBER OF CONFIRMED CASES  
 
 In Peru, there are 145 confirmed cases of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), as reported by the 
Ministry of Health’s National Center for 
Epidemiology, Prevention and Disease Control 
(CDC).  
 
 Lima has 111 confirmed cases. There are ten 
(10) in Loreto, six (06) in Lambayeque, and five 
(5) in Callao, while Ancash, Arequipa, Huanuco, 
La Libertad and Piura have two (2) cases each. The 
regions of Cusco, Ica and Madre de Dios have one 
(1) case each. 
 
MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE PERUVIAN 
GOVERNMENT 
 
 Declaring a state of emergency for 15 calendar 
days with compulsory social isolation for all the 
people within the national territory, as well as 
closing all borders.  
 
 Establishing a curfew from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. It is 
forbidden to move on private vehicles.  
 
 Supply centers, drugstores and banks are open. 

Entry is controlled in the biggest premises by making people take turns. 
 

 The police and armed forces are in the streets to ensure that the people stay in their homes. 
People that move around without a pass will be arrested. The National Police Force has 
stopped 55 people from the moment the state of emergency was declared. 

 
 The government made official that it will exceptionally give a cash allowance of S/. 380 soles 

(106 USD) to homes in poverty or extreme poverty as a measure of economic protection to 
the most vulnerable families. 

 
 The Ombudsman called on every public institution to translate the messages and 

recommendations issued to as many indigenous languages as possible. The Ministry of Health 
has acted in a similar way; however, CHIRAPAQ has observed that these materials have not 
been culturally adapted.  
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND CORONAVIRUS 
 
 CHIRAPAQ notes that the indicators provided in the Ministry of Health’s report are not 

disaggregated by ethnicity, but by region. Therefore, it is not possible to accurately determine 
whether there are indigenous people among the confirmed cases. 
 

 Andean and Amazonian indigenous peoples are especially vulnerable to the virus due to a 
poor health system in their regions. It should be noted that the Amazonian region was already 
in alert due to increasing dengue cases. If many cases of coronavirus develop at the same 
time, healthcare centers and hospitals would collapse facing both health emergencies.  

 
 The Interethnic Association for the Development of the Peruvian Amazon (AIDESEP) has 

asked its grassroots communities to prevent foreigners from entering their territories and to 
remain there. Likewise, they have demanded the government to ensure test supply in the most 
remote communities. 

 
 The chiefs in Kirigueti community in Cusco expelled nine polish foreigners. 

 
 Peruvian indigenous leader Aurelio Chino has tested positive for Coronavirus after coming 

back from the Netherlands where he went to set forward a lawsuit against tax evasion and 
pollution, according to the indigenous organization United Amazonian Indigenous Peoples 
Defending their Territories (PUINAMUDT). He is currently in the San Martin region, isolated 
and under medical surveillance.   

 
 President Martín Vizcarra announced that ministers will go to the regions that require a 

special assessment. One of them is Loreto. 
 

 Among the people who are most affected by this situation are people with indigenous origin 
whose livelihood depends on what they earn each day and who cannot work anymore; also 
families in neighborhoods and communities that do not have drinking water and depend on 
tanker trucks to get it. 

 
 Thanks to farmers’ work food supply is assured in the national territory, according to what is 

reported by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
 
MEASURES ADOPTED BY CHIRAPAQ 
 
 Closing its offices and stopping activities in every region.  

 
 Adopting telework for all of our team.  
 
 Using Skype, WhatsApp, E-mail and phone as a means of communication. 
 
 Monitoring events reported by our partner organizations in different regions. 

 
 

Lima, March 18 of 2020. 


