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ANNOUNCEMENT 

ADDRESSED TO THE STATE, THE PERUVIAN SOCIETY, AND THE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

In the context of the acts of violence and loss of life that occurred in the VRAEM 

 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES FOR LIFE AND PEACE 

From CHIRAPAQ Center for Indigenous Cultures of Peru, we express our sorrow due to the 

murder of 16 people, on Sunday night, May 23, in the town of San Miguel del Ene, district 

of Vizcatán del Ene, province of Satipo, department of Junín, Peru. 

This abominable act demonstrates once again the need for a greater presence of the State in 

many areas of our country and the responsibility that the media and the general public must 

have in the treatment and management of information. 

In addition, it compels us to pay attention to the warnings and requests for help manifested 

by indigenous organizations, as is the case of the Central Ashaninka of the Ene River 

Organization (CARE), in the face of the advance and occupation of their territories by 

external and violent forces. 

The Apurimac, Ene, and Mantaro River Valley (Vraem) has become one of the most 

important areas for coca cultivation and cocaine production by drug traffickers, becoming 

an area of constant movement of laborers and of articulation of a series of economic activities 

that require the use of violence to maintain the flow of inputs and products. 

In response to this situation, we express the following views: 

• Peace must be a constant effort by the State to guarantee and ensure respect for rights 

in our territory against any remnants and armed expressions of external forces that 

threaten life, democracy, and internal order. 

 

• Peace requires the joint participation of society, and this requires establishing 

appropriate mechanisms to channel and respond to the warnings of organizations 

such as indigenous organizations against the advance of external forces in their 

territories that attack their rights, natural resources, and peace. 

 

• Beyond political rivalries, the events that have taken place urge us to unify against 

acts which, whether premeditated or not against democracy and the law, threaten the 

democratic system, and attack the institutionalism of the State, which we must 

strengthen and defend. 

 

• It is outrageous that, in the current context of the upcoming elections, this regrettable 

event is being used to further polarize the population, spreading biased information, 

and tarnishing the dignity of the deceased by using them as a means of asserting 

political positions. 

  

 

For these reasons: 
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1. We call on the State agencies to take the necessary actions, in accordance with 

their role and allocation of responsibilities, to clarify the facts, identify those 

responsible, and provide measures for their capture and punishment. 

 

2. We call on international bodies committed to human rights and peace to be 

aware and ready to support reports of any acts violating rights and undermining 

the life and integrity of people. 

  

At CHIRAPAQ Center for Indigenous Cultures of Peru, an indigenous association with a 

proven vocation for peace and respect of the rights to life and integrity, we express our 

dismay at these deplorable acts, which remind us of the suffering that we had to bear decades 

ago and where the indigenous peoples were among the most affected. We hope that those 

times will never be repeated. 

 

 

Lima, May 26, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


